SITZKRIEG

During this same leave in Paris I received a visit from Dor<
Thompson. She arrived from a tour of Europe, overwhelms
the power of the Axis:

'All Eastern Europe/ she said to me, 'except Turkey, is in
hands of Germany/

To find so many intelligent men and women depressed
gloomy made me begin to lose my naive and absurd peace of re

I was to spend the end of my leave in Perigord, and it had 1
agreed that we should start by car on the loth of May. That m<
ing before setting out I turned on the radio to listen to the ne-w
heard:

'Monsieur Frossard, Minister of Information, is about to spea
you .. /

It was a bad sign; at that time our Ministers never spoke t<
except to announce catastrophes or to ask for money.

'Last night/ Frossard said, 'the Germans invaded Belgi
Luxembourg and the Low Countries ... All officers on leave r
rejoin their units immediately. .. /

It was the great offensive, predicted long ago by General Iv
Farlane. I had to return at once to Arras. Simone came with m
the Gare du Nord. There were so many officers on the platf
that the trains had to be first doubled, then tripled. My comr;
seemed gay and confident:

'At last/ they said, 'we shall have a chance to win this war ..

On that morning in a train full of military men I did not he
single pessimistic comment.'

Captain Grant was waiting for me on the station platforn
Arras.

'We are leaving for Belgium/ he told me.

'What direction?'

'Brussels, Louvain ... The Dyle line ... We're taking a co
spondent with us: Lefevre/

'An excellent choice!'

It was exciting to cross the Belgian frontier which we had loo
at for so long from a distance. All along the route the British Ai
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